
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-055
NPDES NO. CA0029297

REISSUANCE OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
401 HIGH STREET, OAKLAND
ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Union Oil Company of California (dba Unocal), hereinafter called the discharger,
by application dated April 13, 1993, has applied for re-issuance of waste
discharge requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES).

2. The discharger owns the former bulk chemical distribution facility at 401 High
Street, in the City of Oakland, Alameda County (Figure 1, attached to this
Order), located adjacent to the Oakland Inner Harbor which is contiguous with
the San Francisco Bay.

3. A major spill was reported at this site in June of 1983 when 23,300 gallons of
toluene was spilled during rail car off-loading at the Unocal tank farm.

4. Since 1983, the discharger has conducted extensive soil and groundwater
investigations both on and off site to characterize the scope of the toluene spill.
Interim remedial actions have been taken by Unocal to address the spill
including the construction and operation of an interceptor trench which runs
along the western shoreline of the property. The trench is designed to remove
groundwater that would impact the Oakland Inner harbor, from the uppermost
water bearing zone (Zone A). Groundwater is treated using activated carbon
and discharged under NPDES permit to the Oakland Inner Harbor.

5. Additional subsurface investigations detected soil and groundwater pollution
sources on and off site believed attributable to historic operations, spillage,
































